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�§205.101(a) exempts producers selling 
less than $5,000 of organic produce 
annually from certification



Is It Organic
…or Not??



§6505(d) Provides an exemption to 
certification for the “Small Farmer.”  For 
the purposes of this legislation, a small 
farmer is one who sells no more than 
$5,000 of agricultural products annually.





Bob’s Organic Produce
Certified by OCIA

Recognizing Certified Operations: See p. 3



3-Year Transition for Conventionally-Farmed Land

Land/Site Requirements: See p. 4
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SYSTEM ELEMENTS
Crop rotation

Reduced toxicsSoil/water conservation

Soil-building crops N-fixing crops

Refugia

Resistant varieties

Manure/waste recycling

Sanitation

Soil & Soil Fertility Benefits

N self-sufficiency

Access to native fertility
Nutrient banking

Reduced erosion

Reduced leaching

Nutrient cycling

Soil water retention

Better tilth

Nutrient bioavailability

Pest Management Benefits

Innate resistance/tolerance

Disease suppression in the soil

Biocontrol above ground

Pest life-cycle disruption

Weed seedbank reduction

Shift in weed populations

Induced resistance/tolerance

Ease of cultivation for weed control

Growing Practices: See p. 5



Fertilizers & Soil Amendments: See p. 6



Use of Animal Manures
??205.203(c)(1)–205.203(c)(2) 

Options:
• Apply to nonfood crops.
• Compost before use.
• Apply 120 days or more before harvest of crops 

with edible portions in contact with the soil.
• Apply 90 days or more before harvest of  crops 

with edible portions not in contact with the soil.

Manure & Compost: See p. 8



Pesticides: See p. 9



� Organic seed and planting stock must be 
used

� If not commercially available, untreated 
seed or planting stock may be used; no 
GMOs

� Conventional seed treatments are 
prohibited, unless required by Federal or 
State regulations

� Organic transplants must be used

Seed & Planting Stock: See p. 11



Graphic from Four Winds Farm, River Falls, Wisconsin Organic Integrity: See p. 12



� Do not sell anything as organic if it’s not..

� Do not say it’s certified if  it’s not…

� Do not use or display the 
USDA Organic Seal if 
you’re not certified.

Marketing: See p. 13



� Transplants for Sale

� Sprouts

� Wild-harvest

� Processed Foods       
e.g. jams, jellies, 
breads

Special Products: See p. 15



Organic System Plan: See p. 21



Record Keeping: See p. 31



•$10,000 per violation

•www.ams.usda.gov/NOP/Compliance/FileCompliant.html

Reporting Violations: See p. 17



• Self-assessment by growers

• Grower & Consumer Education

• Managing the                                    
….Marketplace



http://www.kerrcenter.com/publications/small-scale-organics.pdf



Thanks
for your
attention!

George Kuepper
The Kerr Center
P.O. Box 588

Poteau, OK  74953
918-647-9123

gkuepper@kerrcenter.com
http://www.kerrcenter.com/


